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TENTLRDEN  (KCNT)  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORTS  OP  THE  MEDICAL  OrPICEIR  OF 

HEA'LTH  AI\'D  chief  sanitary  inspector  for 

TEE  YEAR  1952, 


Mr*  Chairman  and  Councillors, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  first  Annual 
Report  -  for  the  year  1952. 

The  Registrar  General  estimated  that  your  Home 
Population  at  mid-year  1952,  was  7 >058. 

The  number  of  live  births  was  126,  and  the  crude 
birth-rate  was  accordingly  17*85.  VThen  this  rate  is 
adjusted  by  the  Registrar  General’s  Comparability  Factor 
viz;  1.06,  it  becomes  18.92.  This  is  a  higher  rate  than 
that  for  England  and, Wales,  i.e.  15*3.  The  population 
however  is  relatively  snail  for  statistical  purposes  and 
small  fluctuations  in  the  numbers  of  births  in  any  year 
v/ould  influence  the  rate,  more  than  in  a  large  population. 
Nevertheless,  the  rate  18,92  represents  a  satisfactory  and 
vital  level. 

The  number  of  deaths  v/as  82,  and  the  crude-  death- 
rate  was  accordingly  11.62.  This  rate  was  when  adjusted 
by  the  Registrar  General’s  Comparability  Factor  becomes 
9.17.  This  is  indicative  of  a  large  age-group  of  old 
people  and  on  analysis  of  the  deaths,  this,  is  borne  out, 
as  7O/0  were  over  70  years,  and  36^  were  over  80  years. 

The  chief  cause  of  deaths,  as  expected,  was  Heart  and 
Circulatory  Disoases  which  are  naturally  concomitant  with 
old  age.  Hov/ever  Coronary  Thrombosis  and  Hypertension 
are  responsible  for  many  deaths  in  middle-age.  and  the 
numbers  appear  to  be  increasing  v/ith  each  decennium. 

Also,  as  expected,  Cancer  v/as  the  second  chief  cause 
of  death;  and  is  responsible  for  many  deaths  in 
comparatively  young  people,  as  -well  as  amongst  the  old. 

Early  diagnosis  and  treatment  are  of  first  importance. 

The  disease  may  attack  almost  any  part  of  the  body,  is 
usually  insidious  and  often  is  not  suspected  by  the  patient 
until  it  is  v/ell  advanced,  when  treatment  can  only  be 
palliative. 

Other  causes  of  death  were  miscellaneous  and  amongst 
them  there  v/as  no  unusual  influence,  (See  table). 

The  number  of  infant  deaths  v/as  2,  and  the  infantile 
mortality  rate  accordingly  v/as  I5.87.  One  death  was  due  to 
Gastro-enterit is ,  but  no  organism  v/as  identified  as  being 
the  cause.  The  other  was  due  to  Meningocele,  a  congenital 
abnormality.  The  County  Council  Infant  Welfare  Centres 
which  serve  the  District,  and  the  home  visiting  done  by 
their  Health  Visitors,  who  form  the  link  between  the  Homes 
and  the  Centres,  play  an  invaluable  part  in  keeping  this  rate 
lov/.  There  is,  too,  the  added  advantage  that  the  Practitioner 
of  the  District  serve  at  these  Centres,  so  that  co-operation 
between  them  and  the  Health  Visitors  and  Home  Nurse/ilidv/ives 
is  complete. 

There  v/as  one  riaternal  death  due  to  Toxaemia  of 
Pregnancy,  Fortunately,  maternal  deaths  are  now  comparat ively 
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rare -^nd  v/hcn  they  do  occur  they  are  usually  unavoidable* 

.  The  stillbirth  rate  was  lov7,  viz.  7*94?  representing 
one'-" stillbirth.  Prerequisites  to  a  lov7  rate  are  thorough 
ante-natal  supervision  and  skilled  attendance  at  childbirth* 

There  were  no  deaths  from  the  infectious  diseases  and 
there  was  no  epidemic j  only  a  few  cases  having  been 
notified.  '■ 

26  cases  of  IThooping  Cough  v/ere  notified*  Adequate 
control  of  this  disease  will  not  be  possible,  until  an 
effective  imraunising  antigen  is  produced,  as  for  Diphtheria 
iminunisation,  although  it  is  claimed  that  the  present 
vaccines  being  produced  are  effective  in  inducing  immunity; 
research  is  at  present  preceding  into  this  question  and 
it  is  to  be  hoped  that'  the  claims  being  made  will  be 
substantiated.  Apart  from  the  distressing  paroxysms  of 
the  disease,  its  chief  complication  viz,  broncho-pneumonia 
may  be  very  dangerous  to  life,  particularly  to  infants, 
within  a  few  hours  of  clinical  onset  and  it  is  for  this 
reason  that,  of  all  the  Infectious  Diseases,  it  causes 
most  deaths  amongst  children  unddr  five  years,  throughout 
the  Country. 

Measles,  of  which  14  cases  were  notified- is  similarly 
dangerous  by  reason  of  broncho-pneumonia  as  its  chief 
complication.  There  are  instances  v/hen  it  is  desirable  to 
prevent  or  attenuate  an  attack, ■ part icularly  in  susceptible 
children  v/ho  are  suffering  from  other  illnesses,  and  for 
this  p'arpose  G-arrma  G-lobulin'  ( 0*  1  -  0*2  ml  ..per  pound  of 
body-weight)  is  available  at  the.  County  Laboratory* 

There  were  two  isolated  and  unrelated  cases  of  Scarlet 
Fever.  This  disease  is  comparatively  mild,-  at  present, 
although  occasionally.  ;the  severe  classical  form  is  seen; 
the  most  common  complication  is  Otitis  Media;  Endocarditis 
and  TTephritis  are  now  very  rare  complications* 

The  disease  is  easily  controlled,  and  treatment  is 
specific,  ■  It  is  occasionally  extremely  difficult  to 
distinguish  Scarlet  Fever  from  German  Measles  and  it  is 
often  necessary  to  take  successive  swabs  of  the  nose  and 
throat  for  the  presence  or  absence  of  the  Haemolytic 
Streptococcus. 

Five  cases  of  Acute  Primary  or  .Influenzal  Pneumonia 
were  notified,  but  these  are  chiefly  of  statistical 
interest. 

There  was  one  case  of  Erysipelas  which  is  not  now 
the  serious  disease  that  it  was  before  the  Sulphonamides 
and  Antibiotics  were' introduced,  ■  and  death,  from,  it,  which 
used  to  be  common,  must  now  be  extremely  rare* 

Only  one  case  of  Food  Poisoning  was  notified,  the 
causal’ organism  incriminated  being  the  common  salmonella 
typhi-murium.  'Cases  of .gastro-enteritis  caused  by  this 
organism  regularly  occur  in  this  area,  but  as  they  usually 
occur  sirigly  it  is  often  difficult  to  identify  the  source  of 
the  infection*  Many  different  animals,  birds,  fowls  and 
insects,  as -for  example,  cows,  pigs,  dogs  and  cats,  rats 
and  mice,  ducks,  hens,  pigeons  and  flies  can  convey  the 
organisms  to  man  by  way  of  his  food  and  drink.  Strict 
supervision  over  thc'preparation,  distribution  and  sale 
and  handling  of  food  and  drink  v/hether  at  the  Farm,  Factory 
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or  in  Shop  or  Housohold,  is  essential  at  all  times. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  table,  that  there  were  seven 
new  cases  of  Respiratory  and  tv/o  new  cases  of  Non-respiratory 
Tuberculosis  notified.' ,  The  Chest  Physician  of  the  aroa  is 
chiefly  responsible  for  the  prevention  and  treatment  of 
this  disease,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  being  responsible 
mainly  for  the  environmental  hygiene  of  the  patient  and  for 
ensuring  that  he  is  not  engaged  in  the  production,  distribution 
or  sale  of  milk  and  food.  New  cases  of  this  disease  should 
become  fewer  and  fewer  throughout  future  decennia.  As 
Mass  Radiography  is  extended,  the  detection  of  early  cases 
v/ill  increase  and  in  inverse  ratio,  cases  of  opon  infection 
will  become  fev/er.  Treatment  has  made  great  progress  owing 
to  the  successful  use  of  now  antibiotics.  It  is  also  hoped 
that  BeC.G.  vaccination  will  become  wide-spread,  like 
Diphtheria  iram^unisation,  especially  for  infants  exposed  to 
the  infection  and  for  school-leavers:  that  more  Tuberculin- 

tested  herds  will  be  created,  and  that  all  milk  will  be 
subjected  to  pasteurisation  to  prevent  the  number  of  cases 
which^  arise  eucli  year  from  this  source.  Housing  conditions 
generally  are  gradually  being  improved  including  overcrowding, 
which  conduces  so  much  to  the  spread  of  disease. 

In  conclusion,  I  should  like  to  thank  you  for  your 
interest  and  assistance  in  the  work  of  the  Department  and 
the  staff  for  their  efficient  and  loyal  co-operation, 

I  am, 

....  >  >  '  Your  obedient  Servant, 


j.  marshall 
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SECTION  A. 

STATISTICAL  AM)  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  DISTRICT 

FOR  19^52. 


Area:-  3S,002  acres. 

Registrar-General’s  Estimate  of:- 
The  Resident  Population 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  According 
to  the  Rate  Books 

t 

■Rateable  Value : - 
Sum  Represented  by  a  Penny  Rate.. 


. ..  7,058 

. . .  2,406 

£34,412 

. £134.  16.  10d. 


EXTRA.CTS  PROM  VIT  I _ STATISTICS 


Tenterden  Enp:land 


Rural 

and 

Total 

M. 

District 

Wales 

Live  Births 

«  i 

(a)  Legitimate. 

126 

,59 

67 

65 

Birth  Rate 
loer.  1  ,000 

17.85 

15*3 

122 

.57 

estimated 

resident 

• 

(b)  Illegitimate 

4 

2 

2 

population 

Stillbirths 

1 

- 

1 

Rate  per 

1 ,000  total 

7.94 

- 

(a)  Legitimate 

1 

1 

(live  and 

still)  births 

(b)  Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Deaths 

82 

47 

35 

N. Death  rate 

11.62 

11.3 

* 

per  1 ,000 

resident 

population 

Deaths  from  Pregnancy 

Rate-  per 

78.74 

0.72 

Childbirth  and 

1 ,000  ( live 

Abortion. 

1 

— 

1 

and  still) 

• 

births. 

Deaths  of*  Infants 

under  One  Year 

of 

2 

'  1 

1 

(a)  Legitimate' 

2 

1 

> 

1 

.  . 

(b)  Illegitimate 

- 

- 

- 

' 

Infant  mortality 

rate 

per 

1,000  live  births  15*87 

27.6 

Rate  re  legitimate  infants 

16.39 

Rate  re  illegitimate 

infants 

— 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

11 

Deaths  from  I'/hooping  Gough  (all  ages)  ... 

Deaths  from  Gastritis,  Enteritis  and 

Diarrhoea  ...  ...  2 

Deaths  from  Measles  . 


The  following  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  were  notified 
during  the  year  1952. 


Acute  Primary  or  Influenzal 
Pneumonia  ... 

V/ho oping  Cough  . 

Measles  . 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

Erysipelas  . 

Pood  Poisoning  ... 


5 

26 

2 

1 

1 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATx^I  IN  T^NTI^RDSN  RURAL  DISTRICT  DURING 

1952 


ALL  CAUSES 


1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory  ' 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other 

3.  Syphilitic  disease  ... 

4.  Diphtheria 

5.  v'/hooping  Cough 

6.  Meningococcal  infections  ... 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis  ... 

8.  Measles  ,,, 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  ... 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

12.  Malignant  neo.i^lasm,  breast  ... 

13*  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  ... 

14.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 
15*  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  ... 

1 6.  Diabetes  ,  , 

17*  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

18.  Coronary  disease^  angina  ... 

19.  Hypertension  ¥/ith',  heart  disease 

20.  Other  heart  disease  '''  ... 

21 .  Other  circulatory  disease 

22.  Influenza  ...  .  ..  ; 

23  i  Pneumonia  ■' .  .  .  ’  . . . 

24*  Bronchitis  , 

23.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  ... 

27.  Gs.stritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis  ... 

29.  Hyperplasia  or  prostate  ... 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

31 .  Congenital  malformations  . . . 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  disease 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents  ... 

34.  All  other  accidents  .  ...■ 

35.  '  Suicide 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war  ... 


Males  Females 

-  ■  r  ^  -I-  -T  J  T  .r  n  n  T-  I  r  1 

47 _ ^35... 


j 

i 

I 


I 


4 

1 
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6 

9 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 


1 

5 
1 
1 
1 


1 

5 


2 

5 

11 

1 

2 

1 


1 

1 

1 

1 

3 


it 
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Immunisation  against  Diphtheria,  1952 
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SECTION  C. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


Water  Supply. 

There  are  three  ?/ater  Undertakings  which  supply  the 
District 

(a)  Tenterden  R.D.C;-  supplies  the  Parishes  of  Wittersham 
and  Stone  supplemented  by  a  supply  from  the  Mid-Kent 
Water  Company. 

(b)  The  Mid  Kent  Water  Co:-  supplies  the  Parishes  of 
Appledore,  Kenardington,  Y/oodchurch  and  part  of  High 
Kalden  and  part  of  Biddenden, 

(c)  The  Cranbrook  District  7/ater  Co:-  supplies  the  Parishes 
of  Newenden,  Rolvenden,  part  of  High  Halden  and  part  of 
Biddenden. 

These  supplies  are  regarded  as  being  sufficient  in 
quantity  except  that  in  the  Parishes  of  Wittersham  and  in 
parts  of  the  Parishes  of  Biddenden  and  High  Kalden,  periods 
of  drought  in  the  Suranor  months  have  occasioned  an 
inadequate  supply. 

The  bacteriological  quality  of  the  waters  has  been 
Yery  satisfactory?  15  samples  were  oxainined  and  none 
contained  presumptive  B.coli.  Nine  chemical  samples 
examined  were  also  free  from  constituents  indicating  any 
form  of  contamination.  92,’  of  dwelling  houses  are  supplied 
by  main  water  and  the  remaining  8^,  being  isolated  and 
remote,  rely  on  shallow  wells  and  rainwater  catchments* 

Draina.ge.  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

Only  V/ittersham  and  Rolvenden  Layne  are  provided  ?vith 
main  sev/erage  with  Disposal  Plants. 

The  remaining  Parishes  and  villages  are  obliged  to 
rely  on  septic  taniis  and  cesspools,  \7hich  are  allowed  to 
overflow  into  ditches  and  watercourses.  Many  of  these 
have  becom.e  open  sowers  with  sludge  several  feet  deep 
and  give  off  malodorous  vapours  which  foul  the  country  air 
and  distress  nearby  residents.  Some  of  the  accessible 
ditches  such  as  those  at  the  raodside  are  periodically 
cleaned  by  the  Council,  but  the  cost  of  labour  for  this 
work  is  high.  Many  of  the  more  inaccessible  ditches  are 
allowed  to  become  stagnant  and  foul. 

To  obviate  these  unlijqgienic  conditions,  six  new 
sewerage  schemes  have  been  prepared  by  the  Council  and  have 
been  approved  by  the  Ministry  for  the  Parishes  of  Biddenden, 
Rolvenden,  Appledore,  Woodchurch,  High  Halden  and  Newendeh, 
but  authorisation  to  proceed  with  the  work  has  not  yet 
been  given  to  the  Council,  due  to  the  control  over  capital 
expenditure.  Apart  from  the  Public  Health  and  aesthetic 
aspects  the  completion  of  these  schemes  would  be  a  measure 
of  sound  economy  from  a  long  term  point  of  view. 

The  Council  does  not  provide  a  Cesspool  Emptying  Service 
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: .  Housing: . 

he  nmiiber  of  post-war  houses  (i.e.  from  19U6  to 
30-6-53)  built  by  the  Council  was  305  and  the  number 
built  in  1952  was  56,  Regarding  housing  repairs,  hk 
informal  notices  and  one  Statutory  Notice  were  served. 
Seven  houses  were  closed,  an  undertaking  not  to  occupy 
having  been  received  from,  the  owners,  and  one  was 
demolished. 

4.  Rural  Housing  Survey. 


Sui^ary  of  classifications  at  31 -*‘12-52. 
Category  1 . .  . . .  •  UUS 

2,  ...  ...  65^ 

.  3  &  h-r  ...  ...  ...  583 

...  ...  ...  1 33 


1 ,818 


The  number  of  applicants  on  the  waiting  list  for 
Council  houses  is  280 » 

5.  Hop-nickers  ’  Cam-ps . 

There  are  15  Camps,  accommodating  about  1,000  persons. 
These  are  visited  before  occupation  and  notices  are  served 
under  the  Bye-laws  for  improvements,  if  necessary.  They 
are  also  visited  during  and  after  picking.  Many  new  huts 
have  been  erected  at  about  half  of  the  camps,  being 
constructed- of  concrete  or  breeze  blocks  with  corrugated 
asbestos  roofs.  The  older  hutments  are  constructed  of 
weather-boarding  and/or  corrugated  iron. 

}  - 

Eleven. of  the  Camps  have  a  main  water  supply,  the 
remaining  four  having  their  water  supplied  in  churns -by 
the  Farmers. 

Receptacles  for  refuse  are  provided  and  emptied  by  the 
■  Farmers.  Occasionally  nuicances  are  caused  by  misuse. 

The  closet  accommodation  consists  of  earth  closets 
there  being  one  to  every  six  huts  approximately. 

During  the  season  the  total  number  of  inspections  made 
was  67. 

6.  Milk  Supplies. 

The  number  of  registered  distributors  was  6,  and  the 
nijiaber  of  registered  dairies  was  3, 


sampling  from  Distributors  and  Schools;- 


Grade 

No,  of  Samples 

No.  of  unsat is- 

Prom  Distributors:- 

t  aken . 

r  *  •. 

factory  samples 

Tuberculin  Tested 
Tuberculin  Tested 

•  ”  '40  ■ 

11 

(Pasteurised) 

4 

1 

Pasteurised 

10  ; 

N on-designated  .  , 

6 

2 
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7. 


Grade 


No«  of  Samples  No.  of  unsat is- 
taken.  factory  samples. 


From  Schools : - 

Tuberculin-tested  2 

Pasteurised  5  2 

No.  of  samples 
submitted  for  presence 

of  Tubercle  Bacillus,  6  Negative. 

Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

There  are  five  licensed  slaughterhouses  attached  to 
Butchers*  Shops,  which  are  used  for  emergency  slaughtering 
only  (see  table  below).  These  and  all  food-preparing 
places  are  regularly  inspected.  There  are  no  food 
factories  in  the  District,  but  -14  Restaurants  and  Hotel 
kitchens  were  visited  periodically. 


Ice  Cream 

There  was  only 
22  Retailers. 

Sampling 

Grade  1 

?i  2 

”  3 

”  4 


Producer-retailer,  and  there  were 


14 

9 

3 


No  pathogenic  organisms  were  cultivated. 


Carcases  inspe cte d  and  Condemned 


l 

Uheep 

I 

I 

1 

Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

No*  killed  ; 

'  .  .  . .  1 

— 

2 

— 

9 

'“85" 

'  ■  1 

No.  inspected  i 

All  diseases  except  tuberculosis 

2 

— 

9 

83 

V/hole  carcase  condemned 
Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 

— 

— 

— 

3 

organ  was  condemned 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  v/ith  disease  other  than 

3 

tuberculosis. 

- 

- 

- 

66% 

- 

Tuberculosis  only 

’Thole  carcases  condemned 
Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 

•• 

MB 

organ  v;as  condemned.  - 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 

— 

— 

affected  with  tuberculosis. 

~ 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  District . 
Details  of  Inspection  work  carried  out;- 


Number  Visits  Defects 


Bakehouses  ....  ... 

7 

■29 

1 

Slaughterhouses  . . « 

•  •  • 

5 

46 

— 

Other  food  preparing  premises 
(not  including  ice  cream) 

18 

40 

— 

Factories  ...  . , , 

•  •  # 

51 

76  . 

4 

'Workshops  . 

*  f  • 

— 

— 

•m 

Workplaces  . 

9  9  4 

.  5 

12 

Offensive  trades..  ... 

9  9  4 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding .  ...  2 

Keeping  of  anims.ls  .... 

Sanitary  accommodation 

(insufficient  or  defective)  10 

Drainage  (reconstructed  or 

repaired)  ' .  34 

Cesspools  ~  Abolished  ...  2 

~  Repaired  ... 

-  hi-^ptied  ...  32 


Offensive  accumulations...  2 

Refuse  receptacles  ... 

Yard  paving  ... 

Dampness  , 

R.jofs  and  rainwater  pile's  21 

Floors  .  •  •  •  2 

Walls  and  ceilings  _  .^. .  23 

v/indows  and  VQntilatioh.3  ,  l4 

Baths,  lavatory  basins,  sinks  13 

Water  'supplies  ...  62 

Miscellaneous  ...  42 


Food  condemned  during  the  Year 


Cwt .  Qtr.  lbs . 
7  3  22 


Do.  of  inspections  by  Sanitary  Inspectors.  2 , 464 


Rodent  Control 

A  full-time  rodent  operator  was  employed  by  the 
Council  as  from  the  15th  September,  1952. 

A  Parish  by  Parish  survey  of  the  District  was 
comjnenced  of  both  business  and  dwelling-houses ,  and  up  to 
the  end  of  the  ybar  92  treatments  had  been  carried  out. 
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